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FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 

IN CHARGE OF 

Lavinia L. Dock, R.N. 

While an International Congress of Nurses is still held up, wait- 
ing for world peace and universal brotherhood, applications continue 
to come in. It is a great pleasure to hear that the Nurses' Association 
of China, which had been on the point of entering in 1915, is now 
renewing its intention of joining. The Association comprises Chinese 
nurses, and foreign nurses working in China as well. The General 
Secretary is Leila A. Batty, China Inland Mission, Shanghai. 

This makes four new countries, i. e., Norway, Belgium, Italy, 
and China. We have also renewed hopes of Australia. 

The English Nurses' Professional Union deserves more mention 
than we have been able to give it. Registered under the Trades- 
Union Acts, while other nursing associations may be self-governing, 
it must be. It has no strike clause — "Arbitration is now the recog- 
nized method of settling differences." It is taking a definite stand 
for the "Forty-Eight Hours" working week. Its position in regard 
to private duty is, that the nurse should remain on duty as long as is 
necessary for the patient's welfare, but should be paid "overtime" for 
all hours above the 48-hour week. 

Dr. Hamilton has had a splendid gift for her new hospital. The 
father of one of her nurses heard that the trustees had been offered 
250,000 francs for the country estate bequeathed by Mile. Bosc to the 
hospital, and he presented them with that sum on the explicit condi- 
tion that the estate (Bagatelle) should not be sold. Thus finally set- 
tled, the Protestant hospital is moving out to Bagatelle and will erect 
one new building after another. 

The College of Nursing in England is, no doubt, doing excellent 
work educationally, but its admixture in all sorts of connections out- 
side of teaching is very difficult for us to understand, it is so different 
from anything we have here. A considerable controversy is now 
going on over financial matters. Early in its history, at a time when 
the college probably expected to control state registration, it made 
nurses the following promise : 

If, therefore, you are on the College Register, you will automatically and 
without further fee be placed upon the State Register when the Nurses Registra- 
tion Bill is passed. 

Attracted by this promise, many nurses — we have been told, 
15,000 in all, — registered with the college by paying it their fees. 
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But Parliament passed, instead, the act supported by all the pioneer 
organizations of British nurses, and gave the college only its propor- 
tionate share of power on the General Nursing Council instead of the 
whole. The question now is, should the college pay over to the state 
those various guineas, paid in by nurses as registration fees, or must 
nurses pay them a second time in order to save the college from finan- 
cial embarrassment? 

Another odd thing, in our eyes, is the part taken by the college 
in collecting the "Nation's Fund for Nurses," which is partly a col- 
lege endowment fund and partly a sick benefit fund. Many features 
of the appeal made for these funds were extremely objectionable, and 
seem to us to detract from the dignity of an educational institution. 



PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING IN ITALY 

The three courses in Public Health Nursing established by the American Red 
Cross Tuberculosis Commission in Italy are meeting with well deserved success. 
When the American nurses were withdrawn in January, people prophesied that 
the courses might be closed, but the carefully selected and organized Italian com- 
mittees have proved themselves more than able to meet any emergencies and the 
shorter courses in Rome and Florence are both to be repeated. A new course is 
being opened this month in Milan by the Italian Director of the Rome course, and 
the more ambitious ten months' course which was being offered in Genoa closes 
this October. Letters from Italy tell us that the graduates of all three courses 
are in such demand that there are constantly more positions than candidates. The 
nurses who saw the hardships of the primitive life in the southern part of the 
peninsula will be interested in knowing that one nurse has been placed in Calabria, 
three in Sicily, and more will be sent south as soon as they have completed the 
special training. 

Some Italian students will be brought to America within the next year to 
see how our public health nursing is done. The scholarships permitting them to 
do this have been secured through Dr. William Charles White of Pittsburgh, the 
Director of the American Red Cross Tuberculosis Commission to Italy. 



